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Allendale was once a very important centre for lead mining
and every now and again you will spot the remains of the
flues that once drew fumes up long tunnels from smelters
in the valley bottom.

CAUTION: this route features steep descents into Nenthead
and on the Loaning into Alston.

1 From the Market Place head downhill on the main cobbled street.
Turn R at the junction and follow the A686 out of Alston.

I 2 Turn R (signed for Coatlith Hill and North Loaning) and climb the
steep hill. Turn R at the T-jct and follow the B6294 down to the A689
and bear L into Nenthall.

3 Cross over the River Nent and immediately turn L, then first R
(sign posted for Greenend) up the hill. Take care on the steep

4 Turn L onto the A689 and climb out of the village. Turn L to climb
to the summit of Black Hill, at 609m the highest point on the Sea to
Sea (C2CQ). Descend north eastwards and bear L down Allendale and

through Carrshield.

5 Turn L (sign posted for Ninebanks) and continue down Allendale.

6 Turn L to cross the river (sign posted for Alston) and bear R uphill.
Turn R and climb Ouston Bank to meet the A686.

7 Turn L (again, sign posted for Alston) and follow the A686 up and

over Willyshaw Rigg.

8 Bear L onto the B6294 and turn R (sign posted for Alston). Take
care on the steep descent down North Loaning, turn L at the bottom

and retrace your route back to the

Market Place.

cobbled descent into Nenthead.
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¢ Start/finish: Alston

GR NY 718 465

. Distance: 22 miles (35.5

km)

Grade: Long - Challenge

Refreshments

. Cafés: Alston
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